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Park Board Members 
 

 

Pat Dickerson  President: 

 

380 South County Road 90 West 

North Vernon In 47265 

(812)  346-7852 

(812) 569-7762 

Commissioner app. (until 12-31-15) 

 

 

Jeff Burton 

 

471 Locust Wood Drive 

North Vernon In 47265 

(812) 718-7951 

Judge app. (until 12-31-17) 

 

 

Tom Moore 

 

2925 Deer Creek Road 

North Vernon In 47265 

(812) 346-1260 

(812) 592-0319 

Judge app. (until 12-31-17) 

 

 

Elizabeth Eaken 

 

219 1/2 Norris Avenue 

North Vernon IN 47265 

(812) 592-4153 

Council app. (until 12-31-17) 

 

 

Kelly Shepard-Pruitt ( New Member) 

 

Appointed 1-13-15 

Council app. (until 12-31-18) 

 

 

 

Park Staff 
 

 

Greg Martin :  Director (Superintendent) 

 

121 Long Street 

North Vernon IN 47265 

(812) 592-0634 

greg.jcpr@frontier.com 

 

 

Joseph Stamps:  Maintenance Director 

 

(812) 525-2267 

 

Dennis Carson:  Directorôs Assistant 

 

(812) 350-4623 

Department Contact Information 
 

 

Office location: 

 

Muscatatuck Park 

 

325 North State Highway # 3 

North Vernon, IN 47265 

 

812-346-2953 

812-352-3032 (fax) 

 

greg.jcpr@frontier.com 

reservationsmp@frontier.com 

 

www.muscatatuckpark.com 

 

 

 

 

Eco Lake Park Address: 

 

9300 State Hwy # 7 

Elizabethtown, In 47232 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan Author 

 
 

Greg Martin  

 

Director, JCPR 

 

Author of four previous 5-year Master Plans 

 

 

121 Long Street 

North Vernon IN 47265 

(812) 592-0634 

JCPR Office/Visitor Center 
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Description of Park Board 
 

 

The Jennings County Park was created in 1967 in an-

ticipation of the transfer of the Muscatatuck State Park 

back to the citizens of Jennings. The park was deeded 

back to Jennings in 1968.The ordinance creating the 

Board was rewritten in 1993 and is supplied in the Ap-

pendix. 

 

The Muscatatuck was the only property under direct 

management of the Board until 2007 when Eco Lake 

Park was given to the County and the Department.   

 

The Park Board partners annually with many agencies. 

They are currently providing office space for a regional 

Experience Works, Inc administrator. They have had 

lease agreements in prior years with Jennings County 

Tourism Department, as well as the ñFriends of the 

Muscatatuck River Societyò water quality educator. 

There is current discussion to reformulate the partner-

ship with the Tourism Department, which would open 

the park Visitor Center back to a county-wide Visitor 

Center. 

 

Twice over the past twenty years, the Park Board struck 

out to partner with the local municipal Recreation De-

partment (North Vernon Parks and Recreation), trying 

to create one local department with increased staffing, 

budget, etc. This partnership was never formalized, 

although supported by both organization directors. 

 

JCPR has partnered with the small town of Vernon on 

significant projects. An IDNR Urban Forestry Grant as 

well as a State Historical Marker Grant were both gar-

nered with the assistance of JCPR. 

 

 

JCPR is subsidized by the county general budget. The 

Park Department also has a non-reverting fund for 

funds generated from their properties. Camping and 

building rental are the two main income generators. 

 

 

Description of Department Staff 
 

 

Jennings County Parks and Recreation Department has 

three full time employees. There is no funding for part-

time labor. JCPR is an arm of the county government 

and works within their framework.  

 

JCPR partners with the Experience Works program and 

often has program workers in the field and sometimes 

in the office. 

 

JCPR utilizes a camp host to increase campground se-

curity and assist in permit collection. 

 

One half of the Directorôs Assistant position comes 

from the general budget, with one half coming from the 

parkôs Non-reverting fund. 

Overview of the  

Park Board/Department 
 

A more in-depth history of the department can be found 

in the past master plans. This overview will primarily 

discuss items in the last planning cycle.  

 

At the beginning of the last Master Plan cycle (actually 

7 years ago) the Department had just acquired the Eco 

Lake property. Funds for the department though were 

earmarked for a sewer upgrade. Three septic fields were 

abandoned and the majority of the Muscatatuck Park 

became connected to the city sewer. At this time a pull-

thru lane was created for the open field camping spots 

along with sewer connection hubs. This upgrade was 

well received by the larger RVôs and let these sites be 

charged at a higher rate (full hook-ups). 

 

The department then focused on saving funds to up-

grade the new Eco Lake facility. Opening of the camp-

ground was the priority. Preliminary engineering was 

started for this. Recently the department added two 

more phases to the engineering. Currently the depart-

ment is working with engineers and the State Board of 

Health in hope to be ready for a potential grant that 

could assist the departmentôs funding. 

 

During this saving phase, smaller items did crop up and 

the department did have had to use the Parkôs non-

reverting funds. An issue with the older tractor bucket 

also led the department to purchase a new tractor. 

 

The department did receive a $ 52,000 grant from the 

Loweôs Charitable Foundation. This grant was desig-

nated to go to preliminary elements of a linear trail that 

would connect the Muscatatuck Park to a small city 

facility along an abandoned rail corridor.  Ultimately 

this was absorbed into the Stellar Grant (State adminis-

tered community grant) and then used as a match for an 

INDOT grant. This left funding for other trail upgrades. 

A trail contractor finished the multipurpose trail system 

at the Muscatatuck Park. There was money in this grant 

to connect to Tunnel Mill in Crosley SFW Area. Al-

though this initiative was supported by the manager, 

Steve Mund, he was overruled by an administrator in 

his department. 

 

The department did request and receive a mower as a 

capital outlay from the general budget.  

 

A cloud based RMS (reservation management system) 

was added in 2014. 

 

 




